Council Meeting:___07/14/2026

RECEIVED ON: July 14, 2026 Agenda Iltem No:__ 6
Thomas A. Bihr

Landscape Architect, 4115
Tom Bihr's Cell (562) 242-8927

bihrtom@gmail.com

Date: July 14, 2026

TO: Whittier City Council
C/O: Rigo Garcia, City Clerk RGarcia@cityofwhittier.org

RE: City Council Meeting, July 14, 2026, 6:00 PM
Public Comments

Whittler Needs to Water Newly Planted Trees

The City has a water truck, but no means to operate the vehicle? Summer is coming on and
many newly planted trees require supplemental water to grow and thrive.

The Council is in a unique position to work together and address the Urban Forest and direct the
City Administration to update policies and the Tree Ordinance. Add a subsection for TREE
REPLACEMENT and PLANTING in the Tree Ordinance. The Council must direct the
City Administration to establish a Public discussion on the Urban Forest. If the Council
and / or Staff would like to meet and map out preliminary discussion points, please contact
me.

Hire more Parks Department staff, consider hiring an Urban Forest Manager to work with the
City Arborist. The Urban Forester will be the liaison between Public Works and the Parks
Department and will manage Tree Grants and programs.

Coordinate Tree replanting projects and include with all Capital Improvement Projects. Most
Civil Engineering firms either have Landscape Architects on-staff or have sub-consultants.
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Starbuck St.-Newly planted Tree, not watered, lasted 4 months
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Cullen St..-DEAD. Newly planted Tree, not watered, lasted 6 months
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Putnam St.DEAD. Newly planted Tree, not watered, lasted 6 months
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Comstock Ave..Near DEAD. Newly planted Tree, not watered, lasted 6

months. Needs recular water and mulch.
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e

Whittier Blvd. Five Points Project (No Tree Wells)- Whittier needs
to plan for and replant thousands of trees, think of the Greenway
Trail throughout our City!

Page 6 of 6

CC: CM; DCMs; CA; Council; Original to CC; Public Binder; Department





