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Dear Whittier City Council 

I am writing to you as a Whittier high school student who once believed in the promise of
these automated systems. When Flock Safety cameras were first introduced, I genuinely saw
them as a modern, beneficial way to protect our neighborhoods and keep our city safe.
However, as the true scope and evolution of this technology have come to light, my
perspective has completely changed. What was sold as simple crime prevention has turned
into an invasive network of mass surveillance that harms the trust between Whittier residents
and local government.

As residents look deeper into how these networks operate behind the scenes, serious concerns
are coming to light that citizens across the country strongly oppose:

* Expanding Beyond License Plates: What started as basic plate readers has grown into
continuous tracking of daily routines, vehicle attributes, visual features, and movement
histories of innocent people who have committed no crime.

* Plans for Mobile Property Surveillance: Technology proposals are pushing to mount AI-
powered cameras directly onto municipal vehicles, like garbage trucks, turning city services
into rolling inspection tools that continuously scan private homes, yards, and property line
violations as they drive down our streets.

* Unrestricted "Eyes in the Sky": The rapid rollout of automated drone networks creates
mobile surveillance platforms unconstrained by stationary poles. Drones can fly anywhere,
hovering over private backyards and public spaces alike to track individuals and record HD
thermal video wherever they move.

* Biometric and AI Tracking: The expansion into facial recognition capabilities, predictive
algorithms, and automated behavioral tracking strips away everyday anonymity in public
spaces, creating a constant sense of being watched.

* Private Data Sharing and Retention: Massive volumes of location data are stored, analyzed,
and frequently shared across vast networks and outside agencies, leaving sensitive citizen data
vulnerable and largely hidden from public oversight.
Growing up here, I always believed Whittier was defined by strong, connected communities—
not by pervasive monitoring. It takes courage to recognize when a policy has gone too far, but
our city has an opportunity to stand up to out-of-state tech corporations that profit off public
surveillance.
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I urge you and the City Council to take a stand, audit the current contract, and phase out Flock
Safety cameras in Whittier. Let’s prove that a city can protect its residents while standing firm
for their privacy and freedom.

Sincerely,

Levi J. Hernandez
Whittier Resident
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